From Harvard Medical School and its affiliated hospitals with more than a quarter century's experience, the editors gathered contributors from throughout the world to produce this comprehensive new textbook. It is well written and designed specifically for medical residents training in hematology and hematologic oncology and provides the kind of information to keep coagulationsists up to date in burgeoning new developments. It shows the contributors' dedication to making each chapter "complete but not exhaustive." They present the problems of patients from birth through old age in the perspective of normal and pathologic anatomy and physiology and integrate and balance basic scientific concepts with the practical concerns of clinical medicine.
In producing this new edition, the editors were faced with "dazzling changes in many aspects of clinical research." They remark that the "means of communication had changed, and rapid electronic publication of journal materials .... and development of instantly updatable 'ebooks' were predicted to curtail publications of traditional books," so they added electronic enhancements and accompanying CD-ROM that is searchable on one's personal computer. It is a valuable source of information that cannot be gleaned even from the excellent index. One can easily find single words or bibliographic contributors almost instantly that would be tiresome, if not impossible, to find any other way. As the struggle to keep abreast becomes increasingly difficult, Robert I. Handin, Samuel E. Lux, and Thomas P. Stossel give us aid; the editors have anticipated our need! In the innovative chapter on consultations, the contributors present a detailed approach to this major component of the practice of clinical hematology. In the process of research for this chapter, the authors queried 40 hematologists in both academic and private practice. Their approaches to the referring doctor, to the patient, and to the questions and problems posed were synthesized into a unique chapter. This alone makes the book worthwhile.
Laboratory hematology is thoroughly covered, with the exception of the accelerated clotting test. Analysis of blood cells (number, type and surface markers), using automated equipment, special staining methods and flow cytometry is presented thoroughly. Use of these methods to classify the leukemias is presented in detail. Molecular diagnostic methods are also well covered (polymerase chain reaction, southern blot, in-situ hybridization).
Each of the clinical entities is presented as part of the major categories within hematology. Sometimes, they are discussed within several sections of the book in the context of differential diagnosis. The chapter on vitamin-K-dependent proteins is most interesting and thorough, referenced by more than 550 citations. Each of the non-vitamin-K-dependent clotting factors is similarly discussed in terms of both normal function and disease (hemophilia, etc.).
The chapters on iron metabolism and hemoglobinopathies are well done and current. Special mention might be made of the chapter on sickle cell disease because of the useful guidance that it provides.
Transfusion medicine, bone marrow transplantation, and pharmacology are comprehensively covered.
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